Russia, Ukraine hold nearly
4 hours of U.S.-mediated talks

BY BASSAM HATOUM
Associated Press

ABU DHABI, United Arab Emir-
ates — Russia and Ukraine on
Tuesday held their first U.S.-
mediated talks in nine months
on ending the 4%-year-old
war, with U.S. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio calling
the meeting “very produc-
tive” and Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy saying
the session was “constructive
and quite substantive.”

Hopes of ending Europe’s
biggest conflict since World
War II are tempered, how-
ever, by the absence of any
significant breakthroughs
in three previous rounds of
talks earlier this year.

There’s nothing to suggest
a new posture that would
lead to a breakthrough, but
circumstances surrounding
the talks have been changed
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by the outcome of the U.S.
midterm elections as well as
increased pressure on Rus-
sia’s wartime economy. Mos-
cow also is seeking to break
Ukrainians’ will as another
winter sets in by ramping up
its battering of the country’s
power grid.

Neither Rubio nor Zelen-
skyy attended the talks in
Abu Dhabi, the capital of the
United Arab Emirates. The
session lasted four hours
and another is scheduled for
a second day Wednesday.

Delegations from Moscow
and Kyiv met as Washington,
represented by U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s son-in-
law Jared Kushner and en-
voy Steve Witkoff, renewed
its push to stop the fighting.

“It looks like the talks in
Abu Dhabi were very pro-
ductive,” Rubio said in Paris
at the Group of Seven meet-

ing, although he urged pa-
tience. “There’s a lot of work
to be done in that regard. It’s
not like something that’s on
the verge of being solved in
the next 24 hours or anything
like that.”

Zelenskyy said the talks
were largely about humani-
tarian issues, including pris-
oner exchanges and return-
ing Ukrainian civilians in
captivity, as well as children
taken from the country. Se-
curity guarantees also were
discussed, he added during an
appearance at the University
of Copenhagen in Denmark.

A senior Ukrainian official
who spoke on condition of an-
onymity because he was not
authorized to comment pub-
licly said Ukraine and Rus-
sia talked about a large scale
prisoner swap, although the
details will be discussed in
the coming days.
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7 STUPID ESTATE PLANNING MISTAKES TO AVOID IN 2026

How Poche Estate Planning Law Firm Is Introducing A New Kind of Estate Planning

Program Exclusively for Louisiana Residents

If you have ever wanted to eliminate worry because you don't have a program in
place to protect your estate and family, without a slew of untimely legal and tax
problems, then this will be one of the most important workshops you ever attend. I
am going to show you how to bulletproof what you have today, and what you leave
your kids tomorrow. You'll be able to take advantage of my estate planning legal
strategies without you or your loved ones having to deal with Succession Courts,
long estate settlement delays, Medicaid liens, nursing home poverty, and death tax.
But before I do that, let me tell you a story of how we helped Mary.

Mary’s Story

“As a couple with an only child, we thought a Will was all we needed. WRONG! My
husband died, and I had to go through Probate - a nightmare, and very costly. It also
took over 9 months. I didn’t want our child to go through that, so I gave her an ad to
a Poche’ Law Firm workshop, and she and her husband were impressed. They had
Laura set up a particular kind of Trust that took care of their estate planning, but
what about me? I decided to go to a workshop, and made my appointment. Laura
answered all of my questions, and even got my financial advisor in on a conference
call. T could not have been more more pleased and relieved that my estate plan is
now in order. Kudos to Laura and her professional staff. I highly recommend her for
all estate planning needs”

Mary, Baton Rouge, LA

You’re Invited to our FREE workshops! Get Factual and Timely
Answers To These Questions:

» How can I keep the government out of my estate settlement?

» What are the two biggest and most expensive mistakes families make when trying
to avoid nursing home poverty?

o How can I keep my not-quite perfect son-in-law and my over-controlling
daughter-in-law from having influence over my estate settlement?

» How can my family avoid estate tax, and other taxes they might face when I pass
away?

» How do I start the five-year look back period for nursing homes without having
to give everything away to my family while I am alive?

» Why do most lawyers love Probate, and want my estate to go through it?

o Should I have aWill or Trust (or both)?

» Can my patchwork quilt of Wills, Powers of Attorney, Living Wills, and
Beneficiary Designations actually be a time bomb waiting to explode?

o How do I minimize legal expense when I die, preserving 100% of my assets for
my family?

Call 225-224-8099 To Register!
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CALL 225.224.8099 TODAY
TO SAVE YOUR SPOT AT OUR FREE WORKSHOPS!

Join one of our workshops to see for yourself why Laura Poche’s the right lawyer that
can help you understand your options so you can make the best choices for your family.
PEACE OF MIND IS WITHIN REACH---AND IT ONLYTAKES ABOUT 2 HOURS
OF YOUR TIME!

BATON ROUGE BATON ROUGE
Monday, November 16 Tuesday, November 17
Poche Law Office Drusilla Seafood
4960 Bluebonnet, Ste. C 3482 Drusilla Lane
2:00pm - 4:30pm 5:30pm - 8:00pm
Refreshments Provided After Dinner Provided After
BATON ROUGE
Wednesday, November 18
Poche Law Office

4960 Bluebonnet, Ste. C
9:30am - 12:00pm
Lunch Provided After

IMPORTANT GUIDELINES FOR OUR WORKSHOPS: Workshops are open
to FIRST-TIME ATTENDEES ONLY and are geared towards people who want or
need your legal estate plan in place quickly. (*) Please have your personal calendar
handy at the workshop so you can choose to start your plan NOW! If married, both
spouses must attend a workshop to ensure that all decision-makers are involved in
your family’s coordinated plan. All people who attend will receive a FREE copy of
the Second Edition of Laura Poché’s book, “Estate Planning Advice by a Woman for
Louisiana Women: A Guide for Both Men and Women About Wills, Trusts, Pro-
bate, Powers of Attorney, Medicaid, LivingWills and Taxes.”

(*) Non-Louisiana residents may attend for a nominal fee.
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Poché Estate Planning Law Firm, 4960 Bluebonnet Blvd., Suite C, Baton Rouge, LA 70809 .
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